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without the wonderful charm which he exerted they would not have
existed. He fully recognised his limitations as a constitutional King;
it \vas not for him to sfart alliances; but he made them possible."

Effect on the position of England. The various alliances, agree-
ments and conferences increased England's power and importance in
the East as well as in the West. England's policy was no longer one
of isolation. Her influence increased everywhere and the Triple Alli-
ance of Austria, Germany and Italy feaVed the Triple Entente of
England. France and Russia.

Germany made several attempts to break the Triple Alliance of
Entente of England, France and Russia but she failed.

The whole atmosphere was cloudy and Britain wanted to safe-
guard her interests and set up the balance of power by enlisting the
co-operation of France and Russia with the result that the Triple
Entente was an utter necessity which Britain could not afford to
break.

Europe was divided into two hostile camps and it was in a state
of 'Armed Peace", i.e., apparently a state of peace, but inwardly the
two great groups had made immense military preparations and were
ready for war. There was abundant material which might lead to a
terrible crisis at any time. A clash between the two hostile camps
was inevitable and it was only a question of time.

N.B. King Edward's tact earned for him the right to be re-
garded as Britain's foremost diplomat; he promised peace?
and goodwill with foreign nations with equal zeal and dis-
cretion and in quite an exceptional degree contributed to
the restoration of cordial relations with France.

Q, Describe how Edward VII broke England's position of
dangerous isolation in the face of an unfriendly continent and
proved himself Britain's foremost diplomat. Or,

Why did Edward VII fully deserve the title of the 'Peace-
maker'? Or,

Study the part played by Edward VII in the foreign policy
of England.

Ans.   Please consult previous Answer.

Q, Discuss the diplomatic relations amongst the great Euro-
pean Powers from 1870 to the outbreak of the Great War of
1914. Or,

Q. Describe the diplomatic relations of the Powers of Eu-
rope on the eve of the World War of 1914. Or,

(A.U. 1955, 1948)

Show how between 1879 and 1914 Europe became divided
into two Armed Camps or two Rival Groups. Or, (D.IT. 1953)

Trace the diplomatic background to the World War I from
1879 onward. Or,                                                     (A.U, 1955),